
Robert W. Baird & Co. turns 100 this 
year, and the investment and wealth 
management firm is expecting about 
7,000 people to celebrate the milestone 
anniversary this week on Milwaukee’s 
lakefront.

Employees and guests, some from as
far away as Shanghai, are arriving in
Milwaukee for a get-together at the
Wisconsin Center on Wednesday and
then two “firsts” on the Summerfest
grounds Thursday — the firm’s first 
outdoor annual meeting at the BMO
Harris Pavilion and the first concert in
the newly renovated American Family
Insurance Amphitheater. The Zac
Brown Band will put on a private show
for the Baird celebration attendees on
Thursday evening.

Milwaukee-based Baird has about
3,600 employees, and most are bringing
a guest to the celebration. About
3,000 are traveling to the two-day
event from beyond Wisconsin, including
180 from outside the U.S.

“Milwaukee is just an awesome
place, as you and I know, but about half
of the people who are attending are
from outside Milwaukee,” Steve Booth,
president and chief executive officer of
Baird, said Tuesday. “Some of them
have seen it but they really haven’t seen
it. We’re trying to put Milwaukee’s best
foot forward by having it on the 
Summerfest grounds.”

At a welcome event Wednesday
night at the Wisconsin Center, 
employees, retirees and guests will fill 
3,000 backpacks with personal-care 
items that will be distributed to United 
Way organizations in Milwaukee 
and eight other cities, said Baird 
spokeswoman Marianne Foster.

“We’re bringing in people from all over 
the country so we also wanted to help in 
some other cities as well,” she said.

After the annual meeting at the BMO
Harris Pavilion, attendees will be able
to warm up for the Zac Brown Band
show by seeing the rock band 38 Special
perform on a Summerfest side stage.

Baird usually holds its annual meeting
indoors in March or April, but for
the 100th, waited until June in the hope
of getting decent weather for an outdoor
celebration.

“It will be quite memorable and quite
distinct from our typical annual 
meetings,”Booth said.

Zac Brown Band to play for employees Thursday
Paul Gores
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TECH: Panel will probe tech
impact on news, advertisers

The House Judiciary Committee is
launching its investigation into the
market dominance of Silicon Valley’s
biggest names, including Facebook,
Google and Amazon. The hearing
Tuesday was to look at the tech gi-
ants’ impact on news outlets and lo-
cal advertisers. Some lawmakers
warn that the technology companies
have become monopolies, and sever-
al Democratic presidential candi-
dates say they should be broken up
on antitrust grounds.

HOSPITALITY: Bill gives panic
button to hotel workers

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy has
signed a law requiring most of the
state’s hotels to provide their workers
with wearable panic buttons they can
press to quickly summon help in an
emergency. The Democratic governor
and several nationwide unions say
New Jersey is the first state to man-
date the devices, although at least
two others are considering similar
measures. The law, which takes ef-
fect in January, applies to hotels with
100 or more rooms.

AIRLINES: Deliveries of 
Boeing jets tumbled in May

Deliveries of new Boeing jets fell
by more than half last month, com-
pared with a year ago, as its top-sell-
ing plane remains grounded. The
company delivered only 30 airliners
last month. Boeing is still making 737
Max jets, but it stopped delivering
them after the plane was grounded
around the world following two
deadly crashes.

SOCIAL MEDIA: Facebook to
pay users for sharing info

Facebook is launching an app that
will pay users to share information
with the social media giant about
which apps they’re using. The com-
pany previously rolled out two simi-
lar apps. Both were shut down after
drawing criticism for infringing on
privacy, and one was cited for violat-
ing Apple’s App Store terms of agree-
ment. Facebook says the new app,
called Study, is different than the pre-
vious apps. And it is available only on
the Google Play Store.

ENERGY: $1.6 billion pipeline
proposed in North Dakota

Two companies are proposing a
$1.6 billion pipeline to move North
Dakota crude oil, making it the big-
gest such project in the state since
the Dakota Access pipeline that
sparked violent clashes between pro-
testers and law enforcement in 2016
and 2017. Houston-based Phillips 66
and Casper, Wyoming-based Bridger
Pipeline announced the joint ven-
ture called Liberty Pipeline on Mon-
day. It’s designed to move 350,000
barrels of oil daily from western
North Dakota’s oil patch to the na-
tion’s biggest storage terminal in
Cushing, Oklahoma.

From Journal Sentinel staff and
Associated Press reports
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Agriculture: The U.S. Department of Agriculture has lowered its estimate of
this year’s corn crop to the lowest in four years, saying wet weather has de-
layed planting and reduced acres planted and the expected per-acre yield.
Production was cut in a monthly report released Tuesday by 1.4 billion bush-
els to 13.7 billion bushels, the lowest since 2015.

Kohl’s will close its Off/Aisle stores,
ending a four-year-old foray into dis-

count retailing, the company told em-
ployees Tuesday.

The four Off/Aisle locations — in
Wauwatosa, Brown Deer, Waukesha
and Cherry Hill, New Jersey — will close
on Aug. 3, Jon Grosso, an executive vice
president, said in a memo to staff.

Grosso’s message suggested that the
discount outlets are being shuttered
not because they were unsuccessful,

but because improved inventory man-
agement at regular Kohl’s department
stores has left the firm unable to supply
the Off/Aisles with enough merchan-
dise. 

Off/Aisle was started in 2015 as an
outlet to sell deeply discounted items
customers had returned to Kohl’s 

Kohl’s to close Off/Aisle stores
Company couldn’t keep
inventory full at locations
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See KOHL’S, Page 4D

Dave Hock’s first pronouncement as
president and CEO of Milwaukee Brew-
ing is surprising.

“My first goal is to be the No. 1 selling
craft beer in Milwaukee,” Hock said.

Hock, the former vice president for
beer distributor Beechwood Sales &
Service, has taken over the top job at
Milwaukee Brewing for Jim McCabe,
who founded the brewery in 1997. 

After 30 years in the beer business,
Hock knows that beer-world domina-
tion — or even regional domination — is
unlikely these days.

“There’s no more shelf space,” Hock
said. “There are no more tap lines being

put in.” 
Breweries are losing consumers to

alcoholic seltzers, and those that are
staying with beer prefer craft brews and
ones that change up styles frequently.
Hock is staking everything on local for
Wisconsin’s ninth-largest producing
brewery. 

“Living in Milwaukee for 30 years,
one of the things I’ve found is that peo-
ple want to drink Wisconsin beers.
They want to support local companies.”

Hock has something of an arsenal to
work with in reaching his goal. His of-
fice is in Milwaukee Brewing’s new pro-
duction brewery at 1128 N. Ninth St.,
part of a $23 million complex housing
Milwaukee Brewing and the connected
Glass + Griddle, essentially giving Mil-
waukee Brewing the city’s fanciest

tasting room. 
There’s also the Milwaukee Ale

House, 233 N. Water St, the first loca-
tion for Milwaukee Brewing. And, for
now, Milwaukee Brewing maintains the
original production brewery at 613 S.
Second St. 

Milwaukee Brewing faces a number
of trials ahead. 

All breweries take longer to open
than the brewers expect, but Milwau-
kee Brewing might challenge the defini-
tion of longer than expected. The com-
pany’s state-of-the-art brewhouse be-
gan brewing beer last week, seven
months after it opened to the public in
grand fashion.

“There were some production 

Dave Hock has joined Milwaukee Brewing as president and CEO with a goal of making it the No. 1 brewery in the city.
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BREWING THE BEST
Dave Hock wants to make his beer No. 1 in Milwaukee
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Robert W. Baird & Co. turns 100 this
year, and the investment and wealth
management firm is expecting about
7,000 people to celebrate the milestone
anniversary this week on Milwaukee’s
lakefront.

Employees and guests, some from as
far away as Shanghai, are arriving in
Milwaukee for a get-together at the
Wisconsin Center on Wednesday and
then two “firsts” on the Summerfest
grounds Thursday — the firm’s first 
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Baird is celebrating its 100th anniversary at Milwaukee’s Summerfest grounds,
including a private concert by the Zac Brown Band at the newly renovated
American Family Insurance Amphitheater. MIKE DE SISTI / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
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